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Chinese Government Transnational Repression
Violates US Laws and US-based Uyghurs’ Rights

Threat overview:

The FBI assesses Chinese government officials are almost certainly employing
transnational repressione techniques to target US-based Uyghurs and other Chinese
diaspora members in the United States. These officials target US-based Uyghurs through
in-person and digital means to silence dissent, issue instructions, collect information, and
compel compliance. Threatened consequences for non-compliance routinely include
detainment of a US-based person’s family or friends in China, seizure of China-based
assefts, sustained digital and in-person harassment, Chinese government attempts to
force repatriation, computer hacking and digital attacks, and false representation
online.

The Chinese government continues to
conduct this activity, even as the US
government (USG) has sanctioned
Chinese officials and increased
public and diplomatic messaging to
counter China’s human rights and
democratic abuses in Xinjiang over
the past year. This transnational
repression activity violates US laws
and individual rights.iii i

US Uyghur journalists’ family members imprisoned in Chinese
re-education camps [Source: Radio Free Asial

Examples:

e Asof June 2021, the Chinese government had imprisoned dozens of family
members of six US-based Uyghur journalists in retaliation for their continued
reporting on China and Uyghur matters for the USG-funded news service Radio
Free ASiO.iV’ Vv, Vi, Vil, viii, ix

e Between 2019 and March 2021, Chinese officials routfinely used WeChat to call
and text a US-based Uyghur to discourage her from publicly discussing Uyghur
mistreatment, to obtain information about US-based Uyghur-related

a Transnational repression refers to foreign government transgression of national borders through physical
and digital means to intimidate, silence, coerce, harass, or harm members of diaspora and exile
communities.
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organizations and individuals, and to threaten her family members’ safety for
non-compliance. After the Uyghur met with a senior USG official in January 2021,
these intfimidation efforts escalated; as of April 2021, Chinese officials had
detained several of the US-based Uyghur's family members in Xinjiang detention
camps.x X

¢ In March 2021, Facebook announced Chinese hackers had used fake personas
to target approximately 500 Uyghurs abroad, including in the United States i xii

e In March 2019, a Uyghur-American met with the US Secretary of State to discuss
Chinese government-backed targeting of US-based Uyghurs and the
incarceration of ethnic minorities in Xinjiang, including his mother, whom Chinese
authorities had detained in an intfernment camp. In reprisal for his public
meeting, Chinese authorities arrested his aunt and uncle xv. xv

e Since 2017, Chinese authorities have detained more than 1.8 million Uyghurs in
Chinese re-education camps where they are subjected to a variety of abuses,
including arbitrary detention, torture, forced labor, forced sterilization, political
indoctrination, sexual violence, and disappearance xi

Considerations for US law enforcement and the pubilic:

US law enforcement personnel who encounter individuals reporting Chinese
government harassment — to include in-person, digital, and harassment by proxy —
should contact the FBI. Law enforcement should remain particularly vigilant for Chinese
government-backed targeting of US-based Uyghurs, as well as US-based Tibetans, Falun
Gong members, Taiwan and Hong Kong advocates, and Fox Hunt targetsb.

Members of the public are similarly encouraged to report suspected Chinese
government-backed transnational repression activity of any kind to the FBI.

To report Chinese government-backed threats and harassment, contact your local FBI
field office (details available at www.fbi.gov) or submit a tip via 1-800-CALL-FBI (or 1-
800-225-5324) or via www.fbi.gov/tips. You can also make an anonymous tip to the FBI
by phone or online.

b (Operation) Fox Hunt refers to the Chinese government’s global, extralegal campaign to forcibly
repatriate overseas Chinese individuals for alleged crimes committed under Chinese law to face charges in
China.

UNCLASSIFIED



UNCLASSIFIED

Publicly-available source references:

US government press release | US Department of Justice | “PRC Officials Directed Multi-Year Campaign of
Harassment and Stalking; Directed at US Residents to Force Their Return to PRC” | 28 October 2020|
justice.gov/opa/pr/eight-individuals-charged-conspiting-act-illegal-agents-people-s-republic-china.

i US government report | US Department of State | “2020 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: China
(Includes Hong Kong, Macau, and Tibet” | 30 March 2021 | state.gov/reports/2020-country-reports-on-human-
rights-practices/china.

il Non-governmental organization report | Freedom House | “Out of Sight, Not Out of Reach” | February 2021 |
freedomhouse.org/report/transnational-repression.

v News article | Radio Free Asia | “The families left behind: RFA’s Uyghur reporters tell the stories of their family
members’ detentions” | 2021 | https://www.rfa.org/english/news/special/uyghurfamilies.

Y News article | Washington Post | “China Detains Relatives of US Reporters in Apparent Punishment for Xinjiang
Coverage” | 27 February 2018 | https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/china-detains-relatives-of-us-reporters-
inapparent-punishment-for-xinjiang-coverage/2018/02/27/4e8d84ae-1b8c-11e8-8a2c-1a6665f59e95_story.html.
vi Congressional testimony | Nury Turkel’s Written Testimony for the House Committee on Foreign Affairs,
Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific Hearing on “China’s Repression and Internment of Uyghurs: US Policy
Responses” | 26 September 2018 | https://docs.house.gov/meetings/FA/FA05/20180926/108718/HHRG-115-
FAO5-Wstate-TurkelN-20180926.pdf 27.

Vil Congressional testimony | Gulchehra Hoja’s Written Statement for the Congressional Executive Commission on
China Hearing “Surveillance, Suppression, and Mass Detention: Xinjiang’s Human Rights Crisis.” | 26 July 2018 |
https://www.cecc.gov/sites/chinacommission.house.gov/files/documents/hearings/Gulchehra%20Hoja%20cecc%2
Otestimony%20072618.docx.

Vi News article | New York Times | “A Voice from China’s Uighur Homeland” | 31 July 2015 |
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/01/world/asia/a-voice-from-chinas-uighur-homeland-reporting-from-the-
unitedstates.html.

* Congressional testimony | Shohret Hoshur’s Written Statement for the Congressional Executive Commission on
China Hearing “Urging China’s President Xi Jinping to Stop State-Sponsored Human Rights Abuses” | 18 September
2015 | https://www.cecc.gov/sites/chinacommission.house.gov/files/CECC%20Hearing%20-
%20HUMan%20Rights%20Ab uses%20-%2018Sept15%20-%20Shohret%20Hoshur.pdf.

¥ Online news interview | Local DVM | “Capitol Review: Uyghur Humanitarian Crisis” | 2 April 2021 |
localdvm.com/news/capitol-review/one-on-one-with-uyghur-kalbinur-gheni-part-2/.

X News article | Washington Post | “Their Uyghur relatives are imprisoned in China. From Virginia, they plead for
help” | 19 March 2021 | washingtonpost.com/local/Virginia-politics/Virginia-uyghur-
genocide/2021/03/19/8406dc90-7e01-11eb-a976-c028a4215c78_story.html.

Xi Company announcement | Facebook | “Taking Action against Hackers in China” | 24 March 2021 |
https://about.fb.com/news/2021/03/taking-action-against-hackers-in-china/.

Xit News article | CNN | “Chinese hackers targeted Uyghurs living in US, Facebook security team finds” | 25 March
2021 | https://www.cnn.com/2021/03/24/tech/uyghurs-hacking/index.html.

XV Congressional testimony | “Ferkat Jawdat’s Testimony for the House Foreign Affairs Committee Hearing on
Human Rights in China” | 10 December 2019 |congress.gov/116/meeting/house/110316/witnesses/HHRG-116-
FAO5-Wstate-JawdatF-20191210.pdf.

* Non-governmental organization report | Uyghur Human Rights Project | “Repression across Borders: The CCP’s
Illegal Harassment and Coercion of Uyghur Americans” | August 2019 |
docs.uhrp.org/pdf/UHRP_RepressionAcrossBorders.pdf.

¥i S government report | US Department of State | “C2020 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: China
(Includes Hong Kong, Macau, and Tibet” | 30 March 2021 | state.gov/reports/2020-country-reports-on-human-
rights-practices/china.

UNCLASSIFIED



